
Introducing baroquestock  
A unique eight-day feastival of early music and home-cooked food.

23rd April to 1st May                                  

Excellent music has always been on the menu at Hampstead’s Heath Street Baptist Church.  But 
never before has the church seen anything quite like baroquestock.

For a week and a day the ‘baroquestock feastival’ will see the 156-year-old chapel’s magical spaces 
used to break down barriers between musicians and audience. There will be concerts at different 
times of the day, each one accompanied by breakfast, lunch and dinner.

The church’s first 'feastival' will be a musical carnival of singing, playing, cooking, eating, drinking, 
listening, and conversation featuring over 20 concerts and hosting over 100 musicians. Some of the
concerts will be streamed on Facebook live.

And also, a unique concept – the Baroque Lock-ins - an opportunity to book a bespoke private 
concert with a solo instrumentalist of your choice in a small room in the church. For just £10 you 
and a friend or two can be given a short private recital by a harpsichordist, cellist, bassoonist and 
many others.

The church’s minister, Ewan King, himself a committed musician, said: “I’ve been thrilled to see 
baroquestock taking shape.  It’s an extraordinary endeavour.  We’re privileged to be able to host it, 
and especially to welcome the music into our Sunday morning worship. I hope as many as possible 
come from the community and beyond to enjoy what I know will be a really special experience.”

The church on Heath Street is the ideal location for baroquestock.  A stone’s throw from 
Hampstead Heath, London’s biggest green space, and only two minutes walk from Hampstead tube 
station, the church boasts a brilliant acoustic.

The 'feastival' is the brainchild of the church’s music and arts outreach co-ordinator and 
professional double bassist John-Henry Baker and full-time oboist Nicola Bargbagli.

"We wanted to bring together musicians and audiences in a different way, so we’re ditching any 
formal dress-code and making home-cooked foods to create a warm and inviting atmosphere.
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"It's music we [the players] all enjoy playing, but usually in a more formal environment. So we’re 
presenting it in a different way that very few non-musicians will have experienced before - at close 
quarters in a sociable setting,” said festival organiser John-Henry.

That’s where Hackney-born feastival chef Francesca Ter-berg comes in. Sucessfully pioneering 
pop-up restaurant World Brunch Club in 2010, she works both as a professional chef and folk 
musician.

As well as being chef-in-residence, her band are also head-lining the Monday evening. “I’m excited 
to be part of such an unusually eclectic festival and am looking forward to making some of my 
favourite vegetarian dishes for each performance,” she said. The food will be vegetarian, except for 
the two Sundays when there will be meat-feast BBQs.

The feastival’s resident band, the Istante Ensemble features young professionals, including the 
feastival organisers John-Henry and Nicola. They all met playing with Europe’s foremost period
Orchestra’s, including the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, Orchestre Révolutionnaire et 
Romantique, Academy of Ancient Music, English Baroque Soloists, among others.

They will be joined by a pioneer of the early music movement and head of historical studies at the 
Royal Academy of Music, violinist Margaret Faultless, who will be directing 
BeerBratwurstBach(Round Two) on Sunday 30th April – a concert combining Bach cantata and
instrumental music by the composer and his contemporaries with beer and a BBQ. The group will 
also be joined by Chris Bucknall, world-renowned harpsichordist and conductor.

Young rising star conductor Joel Sandelson will direct a Viennese programme including Mozart’s 
famous 29th Symphony.

Highlights also include Brook Street Band, regulars at Wigmore Hall and the country’s foremost 
interpreters of Handel, who will be giving a lunchtime concert. The world-famous Orchestra of the 
Age of Enlightenment are presenting two children’s workshops so that even the youngest fans can 
get up close to the instruments and players, for only £1 per child.

Internationally renowned jazz saxophonist Gilad Atzmond will be collaborating with the the 
Amphion Consort ensemble,  mixing Purcell basslines with arabesques of Middle Eastern music 
and Bach with the Blues in an exciting fusion.

The Consone Quartet, who have played at Wigmore Hall and Buckingham Palace will also be 
giving a lunchtime concert and the award-winning groups Ensemble Molière and Apollo Baroque 
Consort will also perform.
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And if music and food are not enough, there will be an opportunity for feastival-goers to bring their 
dancing shoes and enjoy a Baroque-themed ceilidh on the Friday evening (29th) in the newly-
renovated downstairs church hall.

In a nutshell, it's baroque around the clock.

Tickets range from £1 to £12.50 and are available from the website at www.baroquestock.com

For more details or to request an interview with performers and organisers email 
johnhenry@heathstreet.org.

For full details of the eight day programme and details of how to book a bespoke Baroque Lock-in 
visit www.baroquestock.com. They are subject to availability.

If you are interested in reviewing any of the concerts please email johnhenry@heathstreet.org for a 
press ticket.
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Istante Ensemble (Band in residence): John-
Henry Baker, Claudia Norz, Beatrice Scaldini, 

Christiane Eidsten Dahl, Bianca Riesner

Istante Ensemble: Beatrice Scaldini, Claudia Norz, 
Nicola Barbagli
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Anti-Clockwise from Left: Francesca Ter-Berg,  
Christopher Bucknall, Joel Sandelson, 
Brook Street Band and Margaret Faultless
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Clockwise from top left; Consone Quartet, 
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment Tots, 
Ensemble Molière, Saraband
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Clockwise from top;
Belllot Ensemble, The 

Twisted Twenty, Gilad 
Atzmond and the 

Amphion Ensemble


